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H$ë`mU J«m_rU _Yrb dan JmdmV 
200 ~oS²>gMo H$mo{dS> g|Q>a

400 Am`gr`y ~oS²g H$aÊ`mMm d CëhmgZJagmR>r 
~oS²g {_iÊ`mMm ImgXmam§Mm àñVmd

CëhmgZJa, {X 18… CëhmgZJa-
H$ë`mU J«m_rU _Yrb dan Jmdm_Ü`o 
Agboë`m amYmñdm_r gËg§JmÀ`m ^ë`m_
moR>çm eoS>_Ü`o 200 ~oS²gMo Am`gr`y H$mo{dS> 
g|Q>a C^maÊ`mV `oV Amho.OmJm {dñVrU© 
Agë`mZo Vo 400 ~oS²gMo H$ê$Z Ë`mV 
CëhmgZJagmR>r ~oS²g amIrd R>odmdoV 
Agm àñVmd ImgXma S>m°. lrH$m§V qeXo 
`m§Zr R>mUo {Oëhm{YH$mar amOoe Zmd}H$a 
`m§À`mg_moa R>odbm Amho.

H$moamoZmÀ`m nmíd©^y_rda Cëh-
mgZJa eha VgoM ehamg bmJyZ 
Agboë`m J«m_rU ^mJmVrb ZmJ[aH$m§Zm 
ñWm{ZH$ nmVirdaM doioV CnMma ìhm-
doV `mH$[aVm dan JmdmVrb amYmñdm_r 
gËg§JÀ`m OmJoMm dmna H$mo{dS> é½Umb` 
C^mabo OmV Amho.AmO {Oëhm{YH$mar 
amOoe Zmd}H$a, ImgXma S>m°. lrH$m§V 
qeXo,CëhmgZJa nm{bH$m Am`wº$ S>m°. amOm 
X`m{ZYr,{edgoZm ehaà_wI d nm{bHo$Mo 
g^mJ¥hZoVo amO|Ð Mm¡Yar,ZJagodH$ AéU 
AmemZ,Cn A{^`§Vm VéU godH$mZr 
AmXtZr g|Q>aMr nmhUr Ho$br.V|ìhm ho g|Q>a 
CëhmgZJa {dYmZg^m joÌmV d ehambm 
bmJyZ Agë`mZo {deofV… H°$ån Z§~a 1 

_Yrb é½Um§Zm gmo`rMo ìhmdo `mgmR>r ho 
é½Umb` 400 Am`gr`y ~oS²gMo H$ê$Z 
Ë`mV CëhmgZJagmR>r ~oS²g amIrd 
R>odmdoV Agm àñVmd ImgXma S>m°.lrH$m§V 
qeXo `m§Zr {Oëhm{YH$mar amOoe Zmd}
H$a `m§À`mg_moa R>odbm.VgoM nmbH$_§Ìr 
EH$ZmW qeXo ho H$mo{dS> g|Q>agmR>r {ZYr 
CnbãY H$ê$Z XoVrb Ago XoIrb lrH$m§V 
qeXo `m§Zr gm§{JVbo.nmbH$_§Ìr `m§À`mer 
`m~m~V ~mobUr Ho$ë`mMo Vo åhUmbo.

`m àg§Jr R>mUo {Oëhm n[afXoMo Ama-

mo½` A{YH$mar S>m°._{Zf aoJo, H$ë`mU 
VhgrbXma XrnH$ AmH$So>, JQ>{dH$mg 
A{YH$mar ídoVm nmbdo, gmd©O{ZH$ 
~m§YH$m_ {d^mJmMo _mZH$a, nmQ>rb, 
ZmoS>b Am°{\$ga S>m°.H$mnygH$a, nmUrnwadR>m 
{d^mJmMo A{YH$mar H$_©Mmar, ehmS> VbmR>r 
VmË`m gw`©d§er CnpñWV hmoVo. 

Xaå`mZ H$mo{dS> g|Q>a_Ü`o ñWm{ZH$m§Zm 
àmYmÝ` XoÊ`mV `mdo Aem _mJUrMm gya 
C_Qy> bmJbm Amho.

N>ÌnVr {edmOr _hmamOm§À`m AVwbZr` namH«$_mMr 
Am{U X¡{Xß`_mZ B{VhmgmMr gmj XoUmè`m am`JS> 

{OëømVrb Xwb©{jV JS>{H$ë`m§Mm B{Vhmg CbJS>bm!

B©`o XoerMo XwJ© _m{hVrnQ> àX{e©V
nmbr/~oUgo {X. 18 

(à{V{ZYr) N>.{edmOr 
_hmamOm§À`m AVwbZr` 
namH«$_mMr d X¡{Xß`_mZ 
B{VhmgmMr gmj XoU-
mao AZoH$ JS>{H$„o am`JS> 
{OëømV AmhoV. _mÌ 
Ë`mVrb H$mhr JS>{H$„o 
AmOhr Xwb©{jV Am-
hoV. Aem JS>{H$ë`m§Mm 
OmÁdë` B{Vhmg Am{U 
_m{hVr gd©gm_mÝ`m§n`ªV 
nmohM{dÊ`mgmR>r B©`o Xo-
erMo XwJ© hm _m{hVrnQ> 
{edào_tÀ`m ^oQ>rbm Ambm 
Amho. {edào_tH$[aVm hm 
_m{hVrnQ> EH$ nd©UrM 
R>aUma Amho. Eo{Vhm{gH$ 
am`JS> {OëømV em¡`©, 
namH«$_mÀ`m JmWm 
gm§JUmè`m JS> {H$ë`m§Mm 
B{Vhmg S>moù`mg_moa C^m 
am{hbm H$s àË`oH$mbm 

 naXoemVwZ Amboë`m ZmJ[aH$mZo Ho$bo 
¹$ma§Q>mB©ZMo C„§KZ JwÝhm XmIb

CëhmgZJa {X 18… (à{V{ZYr) naXo-
emV AS>H$boë`m ^maVr`m§Zm ^maVmV naV 
AmUbo AgVm Ë`m§Zm H$moamoZmMm  àmXŵ m©d 
bjmV KoVm ¹$ma§Q>mB©Z H$aÊ`mV òVo , Aem 
doir CëhmgZJa _Yrb EH$m ZmJ[aH$mbm 
¹$ma§Q>mB©Z Ho$bo AgVm Ë`mZo VoWyZ ni 
H$mT>bm `m g§X^m©V Ë`mÀ`m {damoYmV 
ñWm{ZH$ nmobrg R>mÊ`mV JwÝhm XmIb 
H$aÊ`mV Ambm Amho . 

ZmoH$ar d BVa H$m_m{Z{_ÎmmZo naXo-
emV Joboë`m ^maVmVrb ZmJ[aH$m§Zm 
H|$Ð gaH$maÀ`m d§Xo ^maV `m CnH«$_mÛmao 
^maVmV AmUÊ`mV òV Amho . `mdoir 
H$moamoZm {dfmUyMm àmXŵ m©d amoIÊ`mgmR>r 
Aem ZmJ[aH$m§Zm ^maVmV AmUë`mZ§Va Vo 
amhV Agboë`m Ë`m- Ë`m 
{OëømVrb {d{eï> {R>H$mUr 
15 {Xdgm§gmR>r ¹$ma§Q>mB©Z 
H$aÊ`mV òVo, CëhmgZJa 
_Ü ò amhUmam AÝg-
mar Abr_a hm Xw~B© òWo 
ZmoH$arbm hmoVm , Ë`mbm BVa 
ZmJ[aH$m§à_mUo ^maVmV 5 
Owb¡ 2020 amoOr {d_mZmÛ-
mao AmUbo hmoVo , EAa nmoQ>© 
ZmoS>b A{YH$mè`m§À`m AmXo-
emZwgma R>mUo {OëømVrb 
ZmJ[aH$m§Zm Vw§Jm `m hm°Q>ob 
_Ü ò ¹$ma§Q>mB©Z Hobo hmoVo, 
_mÌ ¹$ma§Q>mB©ZMm H$mbmdYr 
g_má hmoÊ`m`mnyduM AÝg-
marZo VoWyZ ni H$mT>bm. 

`m g§X^m©V  

H$ë`mU S>m|{~dbrV H$moamoZm ê$½Um§Zr Amobm§S>bm 15 hOmam§Mm Q>ßnm
H$ë`mU, {X. 18: 

- H$ë`mU S>m|{~dbr _
hmZJanm{bH$m joÌmVrb 
H$moamoZm ê$½Um§À`m g§» òZo  
hOmam§Mm Q>ßnm Amobm§S>bm 
Amho. AmO 407 é½Um§Mr 
Zm|X H$aÊ`mV Ambr Amho. 

Va 6 OUm§Mm _¥Ë ỳ Pmbm 
AgyZ 437 OUm§Zm Joë`m 
24 Vmgm§V {S>ñMmO© XoÊ`mV 
Ambm Amho.  

AmOÀ`m `m 407 
ê$½Um§_wio nm{bH$m joÌm-
Vrb é½Um§Mr EHy$U 

g§»`m 15005  Pmbr 
AgyZ `m_Ü ò 6172 é½U 
CnMma KoV AgyZ 8602 
ê$½Um§Zm {S>ñMmO© XoÊ`mV 
Ambm Amho. Va AmVmn ©̀V 
231    OUm§Mm H$moamoZm_wio 
_¥Ë ỳ Pmbm Amho. AmOÀ`m 

407 ê$½Um§_Ü ò H$ë`mU 
nyd© -90, H$ë`mU n.-
103, S>m|{~dbr nyd© -119, 
S>m|{~dbr n-57, _m§S>m 
{Q>Q>dmim-11, _mohZm 21 
Va {ngdbr òWrb 6 
é½Um§Mm g_mdoe Amho. 

A§~aZmWÀ`m H$mo{dS> Ho$Aa g|Q>a_Ü`o é½U ~ao 
hmoÊ`mMo à_mU 85 Q>¸²$`m§da

A§~aZmW {X 16 : A§~aZmW ZJa 
n[afX joÌmVH$moamoZm~m{YV é½Um§Mm 
AmH$S>m PnmQ>çmZo dmT>V Agë`mMo 
Joë`m H$mhr {XdgmV {XgyZ Ambo 
Agbo Var é½U ~ao hmoÊ`mMo à_mUhr 
g_mYmZH$maH$ Amho. A§~aZmWÀ`m X§V 
_hm{dÚmb`mV gwé H$aÊ`mV Amboë`m 
H$mo{dS> Ho$Aa g|Q>a_Ü ò ehamVrb 
ImOJr S>m°ŠQ>g© d _w§~B© nwÊ`mVrb 
ZwH$VrM d¡ÚH$s` nXdr {_idboë`m 
VéU S>m°ŠQ>am§À`m _XVrZo é½Ugodm 
XoÊ`mV òV Amho. Joë`m _{hÝ`m^amV 
òWo CnMmamW© XmIb Pmboë`m 1224 

é½Um§n¡H$s 1033 é½U ~ao hmoD$Z Kar 
naVbo AmhoV. Ë`m_wio A§~aZmW_Ü ò 
é½U ~ao hmoÊ`mMo à_mU 85 Q>̧ ²$`m§da 
Jobo Amho. 

A§~aZmW ZJa n[afXoÀ`m 
dVrZo gwé  A§~aZmWÀ`m X§V _
hm{dÚmb`m§V gwé H$aÊ`mV Amboë`m 
H$mo{dS> Ho$Aa g|Q>a_Ü ò 500 ImQ>m§Mr 
ì`dñWm Ho$br OmUma Amho. _mÌ 
gÜ`m  ImQ>m CnbãY AmhoV. gm¡å` 
bjUo AgUmè`m§da ñdV§Ì H$jmV 
CnMma Ho$bo OmV AgyZ Am°pŠgOZMr 
Amdí`H$Vm AgUmè`m é½Um§gmR>r 

ñdV§Ì H$j Amho. Amdí`H$VoZwgma 
òWrb ImQ>m§Mo à_mU dmT>dbo OmUma 

Amho. Amdí`H$VoZwgma 750 ImQ>m§Mr 
ì`dñWm BWo H$aUo eŠ` hmoUma Amho. 
ehamV PnmQ>çmZo dmT>Umar H$moamoZm 
ê$½Um§Mr g§»`m, e§̂ amhÿZ A{YH$ 
OUm§Mm Pmbobm _¥Ë ỳ, H§$ÌmQ>r godoVrb 
JbWmZnUm Am{U EHw$UM gaH$mar 
ì`dñWodarb A{dídmg `m à{VHw$b 
n[apñWVrZo IMyZ Z OmVm A§~aZmW_
Yrb 169 ImOJr S>m°ŠQ>g© amoQ>oeZZwgma 
H$mo{dS> é½Umb`mV godm XoV AmhoV. 
ImOJr VrZ VrZ S>m°ŠQ>g© VrZ {eâQ>_
Ü ò AhmoamÌ `m é½Umb`mV godm XoV 

AmhoV. ̀ m{edm` _w§~B©Vrb lr_Vr Ho$. 
Or. {_Îmb Am ẁd}{XH$ _hm{dÚmb` 
Am{U qMMdS> òWrb bmoH$_mÝ` 
_o{S>H$b _hm{dÚmb`mVyZ ZwH$VrM 
d¡ÚH$s` nXdr {_i{dbobo  Vê$U 
S>m°ŠQ>g© `m é½Umb`mV é½Ugodm 
godm XoV AmhoV. Ë`mV 32 VéUtMm 
g_mdoe Amho. ehamVrb hm°Q>oëg_Ü ò 
`m S>m°ŠQ>am§À`m amhÊ`mMr ì`dñWm 
H$aÊ`mV Ambr Amho. nrnrB© H$sQ> 
KmbyZ ghm Vo AmR> Vmgm§Mr godm hr 
_§S>ir XoV AmhoV. ehamVrb gmV 
gO©Z Am°Z H$m°b' godogmR>r òWo 
CnbãY AmhoV. àË òH$ dm°S>m©V gm¡å` 

AmdmOmV ñnrH$g©Ûmao E\$E_ ao{S>Amo 
EoH$Ê`mMr gmò  Ho$br Amho. n{hë`m 
_Oë`mda {da§Jwim H|$Ð C^mê$Z 
Ë`mV é½Um§gmR>r H°$a_, Q>r.ìhr. AmXr 
_Zmoa§OZmMr ì`dñWmhr H$aÊ`mV 
Ambr Amho. gH$mir Mhm-ZmíVm, 
Xwnmar Am{U g§Ü`mH$mir OodU VgoM 
Am¡fYohr {dZm_yë` {Xbr OmV AmhoV.
nXdr {_iVmM Aem AmìhmZmË_H$ 
n[apñWVrV ñdV:bm AmO_m{dÊ`mMr 
g§Yr {_imbr Am{U Amåhr Vr 
ñdrH$mabr. BWo Á òð> S>m°ŠQ>am§À`m 
XoIaoIrImbr Amåhr é½Um§Mr ewlwfm 
H$arV AmhmoV. nm{bH$m àemgZmZo 
Am_Mr amhÊ`mMr CÎm_ ì`dñWm 
Ho$br Amho. H$moamoZmÀ`m `m _hm_marVM 
Amåhmbm {eH$Ê`mMr Mm§Jbr g§Yr 
{_imbr AgyZ Amåhr gwÕm H$mhrVar 
Mm§Jbo H$ê$Z XmIdy Agm {dídmg 
{_Îmb Am ẁd}{XH$ _hm{dÚmb`mVrb 
S>m°. AbH$m qgJ `m§Zr ì`º$ 
Ho$bm. ehamVrb _mÂ`m ghH$mar 
S>m°ŠQ>am§gmo~V H$mo{dS> é½Umb`mV godm 
XoÊ`mV AmZ§X Amho. _hm{dÚmb`mVyZ 
ZwH$VrM nXdr KoD$Z ~mhoa nS>bobr 
ẁdm Q>r_ Am_À`mgmo~V Amho. 

Iamoer `oWo g°{ZQ>m`Pa \$dmaUr, _hoe KaV 
d _mZgr KaV `m§Zm JmdH$è`m§Zr {Xë`m ew^oÀN>m

noU {X.18 (à{V{ZYr)H$moamoZm 
é½Um§Mr dmT>Vr g§»`m nmhVm 
{Xdgo{Xdg àË`oH$mÀ`m _ZmV 
doJdoJir ^rVr {Z_m©U hmo-
Vo Ë`m_wio JmdmVrb àË`oH$mZr 
gOJ amhÿZ Amnbr H$miOr KoUo 
AË`§V Amdí`H$ Amho. `m H$moamoZm 
Mm dmT>Vm àmXw^m©d amoIÊ`mgmR>r 
noU VmbwŠ`mVrb Iamoer `oWo 
nmM H$moamoZm é½U gmnS>bo hmo-
Vo Vohr nyU©nUo ~ao hmoD$Z JmdmV 
gwIê$n Ambo Iamoer Jmd H$moamoZm 
_wº$ Pmë`mZo JmdmVrb gm_m{OH$ 
H$m`©H$V} _hoe nm§Sw>a§J KaV `m§Zr 
Amnë`m ñdV…À`m IMm©Zo Jm-
dmV g°{ZQ>m`PaMr \$dmaUr H$ê$Z 
KoVbr Amho ~mJdmS>r `oWrb àË`oH$ 
KamMr \$dmaUr H$ê$Z KoVbobr Amho 
JmdmVrb H$moamoZmMr ^rVr H$_r 
Ho$br Amho VgoM amoJà{VH$maH$ 
eº$s dmT>dÊ`mgmR>r J«m_n§Mm`V 
gXñ` _mZgr KaV `m§Zr ~mJdmS>r 
`oWo _mo\$V Jmoù`m§Mo dmQ>n Ho$bo 
`m AJmoXa àË`oH$ KamoKar _mo\$V  

_mñH$dmQ>n Am{U 
g°{ZQ>m`PaMo dmQ>nhr 
`m Xm§nË`mZo Ho$bo. 
JmdmVrb VéUm§À`m 
Am{U OmUH$mam§À`m 
_mJ©Xe©ZmZwgma XmoKo 

Xm§nË` H$aV Ag-
bobo H$m`© {ZpíM-
VM dmImUÊ`mOmoJo 
A g ë ` m _ w i o 
JmdH$è`m§Zr Ë`mbm 
ew^oÀN>m {Xë`m.Jm-

dmV `mnwT>o AerM 
gm_m{OH$ godm H$aV 
amhUma Agë`mMo  
_mZgr KaV d _hoe 
KaV `m§Zr gm§{JVbo.

EAanmoQ>© ZmoS>b A{YH$mè`m§Zr ñWm{ZH$ nmVirda 
VH«$ma Ho$br AgVm CëhmgZJa VhgrbXma 
H$m`m©b`mVrb Zm`~ VhgrbXma dmgwXod ndma 
`m§Zr Cëhmg-
ZJa nmobrg 
R>mÊ`mV VH«$ma 
Ho$br AgVm 
nmo{bgm§Zr 
AÝgmar {déÕ 
JwÝhm XmIb 
Ho$bm Amho.  `m 
JwÝømMm A{YH$ 
Vnmg nmobrg 
H$arV AmhoV. 

àM§S> ñ\w$aU MT>Vo, àoaUm {_iVo. 
AgmM Ord§V B{Vhmg Zì`m énmV 
gdmªg_moa C^m amhUma Amho. B©`o 
XoerMo XwJ© _m{hVrnQ> gdm©ZmM 
Cn`wº$ R>aUma Amho. Ë`m_wio `m 
_mhrVrnQ>mMo gd©Ì OmoaXma ñdmJV 
hmoV Amho. am`JS> {OëømV B©`o 
XoerMo XwJ© øm Zì`mZo àH$m{eV 
hmoUm-`m  XwJ©ào_r VgoM JS>{H$„o 
Aä`mgH$ gwIX amUo `m§À`m 
nwñVH$mda AmYmarV B©`o XoerMo XwJ© 
hm _m{hVrnQ> Amho. hm _m{hVrnQ> 
ZwH$VmM lr _mD$br àm°S>ŠeZ 
À`m `w Q>çy~ M°Zb da àX{e©V 
Pmbm Amho. `m _mhrVr nQ>mÀ`m 
_mÜ`_mVyZ Odinmg 12 Xwb©{jV 

am{hboë`m JS>{H$ë`m§Mr n[anyU© 
_mhrVr gdmªZm {_iUma Amho. _
{hVrnQ>mV _¥JJS>, gm§Jer, nmMmS> 
H$moQ>, Kmamnwar {H$„m, Ad{MVJS>, 
à~iJS>, Im§Xoar, M§ÐJS>, {^dJS>, 
{dlm_JS>, _XJS> d Bem©iJS> 
`m 12 Xwb©{jV JS>m§Mm g_mdoe 
Amho. am`JS> {OëømVrb ApídZr 
~mnQ>, g§Vmof dS>Ho$, _Yw~mbm 
O¡Z, gmjr ZmB©H$,Anojm H$m§~io, 
n„dr nê$ioH$a-~ZgmoSo>, {dZmoX 
Jm|XH$a, _Ywam Jm|XH$a, gm`br 
ñdm_r ,ho_bVm nmQ>rb, ho_XÎm 
gmd§V, MoVZ JS>H$ar d gd©k eoR> 
Agm Zm_d§V 13 H$bmH$mam§Mm g_
mdoe `m _mhrVrnQ>m_Ü`o Amho. 
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Rajnath Singh visits ...
Singh, who is on a two-day visit to Jammu and Kashmir, had landed 

in Leh on Friday morning and was briefed on the security situation in the 
sensitive sector including the actual position of troops on both sides of 
the contested border.

He also witnessed a series of combat manoeuvres at nearby Stakna 
featuring C-130J special operations aircraft dropping paratroopers, 
Apache AH-64E attack helicopters, T-90 tanks, infantry combat vehicles 
and Mi-17 helicopters.

Singh had said that the progress in negotiations with China should 
help resolve the ongoing border dispute but he “couldn’t guarantee to 
what extent the situation will be resolved”.

He also said that no power could “touch or grab even an inch of 
Indian territory” while addressing soldiers at Lukung on the western 
bank of Ladakh’s Pangong Tso, which has been at the centre of the 
current border tensions.

Lukung is 43km from Finger 4 on the northern bank of Pangong lake.
He added that India had neither attacked ay country nor grabbed 

anyone’s territory or hurt their self-respect.
“But if anyone attempts to hurt India’s self-respect, we will not 

tolerate it and will give a befitting reply,” he said.
The defence minister had also asked the officials of the armed forces 

at a high-level meeting to maintain a strict vigil along the LoC with 
Pakistan.

Political options run
The political situation in Nepal seems to be fluid as none of the three 

principal contenders—Oli, Dahal or Madhav Nepal—want to be seen as 
the breakers of the NCP’s unity. This works to the advantage of Oli as this 
ensures that neither Dahal nor Nepal will precipitate the matters and hence 
the change in the power structure of Nepal will be slow.

However, as numbers count in political parties more than words or 
slogans, Oli is a minority in the secretariat, standing committee and the 
central committee as of now.

It is widely expected that the secretariat will make a decision on Oli’s 
continuation as the prime minister or co-chair of the NCP or both but the 
final decision will come through elaborate party processes.

The China model of Nepal is that the NCP remains united and individuals 
can be dealt with pelf and power at a later stage. The Indian model for Nepal is 
the people-to-people relationship with a working relationship with whosoever 
is in power. 

Oli has done his best to break the working relationship.

The Taste with Vir: 
If anyone with Covid coughs, sneezes or spits (while talking, shouting 

or laughing, for instance) and you inhale or ingest the droplets then you 
could get infected. Hence the six feet distancing rule: the droplets are 
quite heavy and don’t travel far.

But, doctors say, these droplets could fall on surfaces. So, there is a 
danger of a two-step infection. You touch a surface on which a Corona 
virus filled droplet has landed . Later you touch a part of your face that 
is connected to your respiratory system: say, your mouth, nose or eyes. 
The virus can enter your system that way. Hence the instruction to wear 
gloves and to keep washing your hands.

And then there’s the mask controversy. For weeks into the pandemic, 
the WHO and the US Centre for Disease Control (CDC) kept telling us 
that masks were necessary for medical professionals but not for the rest 
of us.

This always struck me as odd. How could a mask which protected 
a doctor or a paramedic suddenly become unnecessary when you and I 
wore it? After many influential people asked those questions, the WHO 
and CDC reversed their policy and said that everyone needed to wear 
masks.So why had the early advice been so different? Appearing before 
a US Congressional Committee, Dr. Anthony Fauci, head of the US 
responses to Covid (till Donald Trump fires him, which could be any day 
now) explained that masks were always useful. They just didn’t have 
enough of them and did not want to increase demand so greatly that 
medical professionals could not get enough.

This may or may not be an appropriate explanation in the US context 
but for the WHO to make this a global recommendation is unforgivable. 
Every other country in the world was not short of masks. In India, for 
instance, we have ramped up production at an incredible speed. And 
even if there was a shortage of masks, should doctors have lied to us?

My guess is that the shortage of masks was only one of the reasons 
for the CDC and WHO advice that lay people did not need to wear masks. 
They genuinely believed that social distancing was enough.

‘Not on speaking..
“Our party is the complainant and 10-12 notices have been 

served. We have not named him. We have said there was a conspiracy 
by the BJP to topple the government, why is he going around giving 
clarifications?” said Gehlot.

The CM said Pilot and his MLAs had planned to flee on June 10 but 
Gehlot learnt of their plan and thwarted it and had to keep all MLAs 
under lockdown in a resort.

“They were planning to leave at 2 am. I had to save the government. 
I woke up all the collectors at 1 am and I asked all party leaders to 
reach Jaipur the next day and almost all of them reached. Then these 
people realised the truth and started saying there was no conspiracy 
and there was no need for placing MLAs under lockdown. But I had 
proof then and I have proof now,” he said.

Gehlot said Pilot initially wanted to join the BJP but his MLAs were 
not willing so he thought of forming a third front, a new party to finish 
the Congress in Rajasthan.

Referring to Pilot and BJP MP Jyotiraditya Scindia, who quit the 
Congress three months back, Gehlot said the younger leaders should 
show patience and trust the leaders.

“You should not betray the party, the party has given you so much. 
I have been a three time central minister, three time PCC chief, three 
time AICC general secretary and three time CM because I went through 
the grind in the NSUI and Youth Congress. Leaders from our generation 
worked hard and stayed loyal to the party and its ideology and so we 
are where we are today,” said Gehlot.

The Congress veteran underlined that he had become chief minister 
because people wanted it and it was eventually decided by the high 
command. “If I felt that the public and MLAs were not with me, I would 
have myself told the high command,” he said.

“People say we are seniors now and we should sit at home. But 
this talk is irrelevant. We too were juniors when we joined and we are 
still active today. Now people say they should sit at home. If we leave 
politics, what will we do?” he said.

Asked what would happen if Sachin Pilot were to return to the 
Congress, Gehlot said he would welcome him with open arms. “He was 
three years old when I became MP for the first time. I have ties with his 
family going back decades. I will welcome him with a hug.”

Asked if there was a question mark on the leadership of Rahul 
Gandhi as leaders perceived close to him were leaving the party, Gehlot 
said: “There’s no question mark on his leadership but on the thought 
process of these leaders.”

He said these younger leaders have not learnt to rough it out in 
politics but have got a chance due to the untimely demise of their 
fathers. 

On Rahul Gandhi’s statement that those who want to leave are 
welcome to go, Gehlot said he supported it. “Those who want to leave, 
should leave. Those who do not have commitment towards the party... 
they are liabilities who are just waiting to grab posts... those who are 
committed don’t get a chance.

Regd. Office: 317, Maker Chambers V, 
221, Nariman Point, Mumbai-400021

Tel. No.: 022-22823852/53
Email: dvfl@rediffmail.com 

CIN: L40102MH1979PLC021614

KRATOS ENERGY & 
INFRASTRUCTURE LIMITED

Place : Mumbai
Date: 17th July, 2020 

For KRATOS ENERGY &
INFRASTRUCTURE LIMITED

Sd/-
Ravindra Gupta

Company Secretary

NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to 
Regulation 29 read with Regulation 47 of the 
SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure 
Requirements) Regulations, 2015, that a 
meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Company is scheduled to be held on Friday, 
24th July, 2020, inter alia, to consider, 
approve and take on record the Audited 
Financial Results for the quarter and year 
ended 31st March, 2020 at the registered 
office of the company.

WORLD

UN Designates Pak-Based Terror Group's 
Noor Mehsud As "Global Terrorist"

Washington US President Donald Trump has said 
that he wants to do everything possible to keep 
peace for the people of India and China, according 
to his spokesperson.Over the past several weeks, 
the Trump administration has come out in support 
of India against China."He (Trump) said I love the 
people of India and I love the people of China and I 
want to do everything possible to keep the peace for 
the people," White House Press Secretary Kayleigh 
McEnany told reporters at a news conference here 
on Thursday.She was responding to a question on 
Trump's message to India, which recently had a 
standoff with China in eastern Ladakh along the 
Line of Actual Control.

Earlier in the day, White House Economic Advisor 
Larry Kudlow described India as a great ally, saying 
President Trump is a great friend of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

On Wednesday, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said 
that India has been a great partner of the US."India 
has been a great partner They are an important 
partner of ours. I have a great relationship with my 
foreign minister counterpart. We talked frequently 
about a broad range of issues. We talked about the 
conflict they had along the border with China. 
We've talked about the risk that emanates from the 
Chinese telecommunication infrastructure there," 
Pompeo told reporters in response to a 
question.Travelling in Europe, US National 
Security Advisor Robert O'Brien told reporters that 
China has been very aggressive with India.O'Brien 
said that India is a democracy and is a great friend of 
the United States. Prime Minister "Modi and 
President Trump have a super relationship," he 
said."In fact, it was the last foreign trip that I took 
with the president before the COVID-19 crisis hit, 
was to India, and we had a great reception of the 
Indian people there. We have a lot in common with 
them, we speak English, we're democracies. We've 
got a growing, very strong relationship with India," 
O'Brien said.Welcoming the White House 
statement, Al Mason, co-chair of the Trump Victory 
Indian American Finance Committee, said that 
unlike his predecessor, President Trump has come 
out openly in support of India.

Love people of India, 
China; want to do 

everything possible to 
keep peace: Trump
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Fewer COVID-19 Deaths in ICU Suggest 
Hospital Care Improving: Study

information that will help us to refine our World  Fewer Covid-19 patients are dying 
strategy for reducing mortality," she in intensive-care units, researchers found, 
said.The review found ICU mortality indicating that hospitals are getting better 
doesn't differ significantly across at treating severe forms of the pandemic 
regions, despite apparent variations in disease.
treatments and other areas, suggesting Overall mortality of Covid-19 patients 
that no specific therapy reduces ICU treated in ICUs had fallen to just under 
mortality, the authors said in a statement. 42% at the end of May from almost 60% in 
Last month, the inexpensive anti-March. That's according to the first 
inflammatory dexamethasone was found systematic analysis of two dozen studies 
to reduce deaths by a third among involving more than 10,000 patients in 
pa t i en t s  r ece iv ing  mechan ica l  Asia, Europe and North America.
ventilation, and there is hope this will The fast spread of SARS-CoV-2, high 
improve survival  further,  they caseload and proportion of patients admission criteria have changed over time, for said.Critical illness associated with Covid-19 requir ing breathing support  p laced example, with greater pressure on ICUs early can be prolonged. About a fifth of ICU "unprecedented demand" on ICU services, in the pandemic surge." hospitalizations in the U.K. lasted more than researchers wrote in a study published ToolboxThe World Health Organization is four weeks, and 9% persisted for more than 42 Wednesday in the journal Anaesthesia. collating data from countries to identify days. Mortality in ICUs for Covid-19 is almost Countries in the later phases of the pandemic elements that reduce mortality, with a goal to twice the typical 22% rate there for other viral may now be coping better, they said."It may create a toolbox of treatments that will enable pneumonias.reflect the rapid learning that has taken place doctors to provide better care for the full range "The important message, however, is that as the on a global scale due to the prompt publication of Covid-19 patients. The new study will add to pandemic has progressed and all these factors of clinical reports early in the pandemic," the cumulative knowledge, said Sylvie Briand, combine, survival of patients admitted to ICU wrote the authors, led by Tim Cook, an the WHO's director for global infectious with Covid-19 has significantly improved," the anesthesiologist and intensive care physician hazard preparedness."This is critical authors said.in Bath, England. "It may also be that ICU 

Pakistanis and wounding 20 others, the United Nations: The Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan 
Committee added.The US State Department's (TTP) terror group's Noor Wali Mehsud has 
Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs been designated as a global terrorist by the 
(SCA) said in a tweet that it welcomes the United Nations for participating in the 
addition of Mehsud by the UN to the ISIL and financing, planning and perpetrating acts on 
Al Qaida sanctions list."TTP is responsible behalf of and in support of entities associated 
for many deadly terrorist attacks in Pakistan. with al-Qaida.The UN Security Council's 1267 
The United States domestically designated ISIL and Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee added 
Noor Wali as a terrorist in September 2019," it Mehsud, 42, to the ISIL (Da'esh) and Al-Qaida 
said in the tweet.Blacklisting by the Security Sanctions List on Thursday, subjecting the 
Council entails that all states are required to Pakistani national to an assets freeze, travel ban 
freeze without delay the funds and other and arms embargo.The Sanctions Committee 
financial assets or economic resources of said that Mehsud was listed for "participating 
designated individuals and entities.They are in the financing, planning, facilitating, or Pakistan, including an attack targeting 

also required to prevent the entry into or transit perpetrating of acts or activities by, in Pakistani security forces in North Waziristan in 
through their territories by the designated conjunction with, under the name of, on behalf July 2019 and a bomb attack against Pakistani 
individuals and prevent the direct or indirect of, or in support of" entities associated with al- soldiers in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in August 
supply, sale and transfer from their territories Qaida.In June 2018, Mehsud was named the 2019," the Sanctions Committee said.The 
or by their nationals outside their territories, or head of Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan, following group had claimed responsibility for an 
using their flag vessels or aircraft, of arms and the death of Maulana Fazlullah.The TTP was attempted bombing in Times Square on May 1, 
related materiel of all types, spare parts, and blacklisted by the UN on July 29, 2011 for its 2010, and in April 2010 it had launched a multi-
technical advice, assistance, or training related association with al-Qaida."Under Noor Wali's pronged assault against the United States 
to military activities, to designated individuals leadership, TTP has claimed responsibility for Consulate in Peshawar, killing at least six 
and entities.numerous deadly terrorist attacks across 

Nepal Plans 
Excavation In 
Thori After PM Oli 
Claims It As Real 
Ayodhya

Russia is hacking coronavirus vaccine 
trials, say US, UK and Canada

But British Foreign Secretary attempts," Peskov said, according Russia's malign cyber operations and London K’s National Cyber Security 
Dominic Raab said, "It is completely to the state news agency Tass.The other destabilizing activities - from Centre is 'almost certain' that hacking 
unacceptable that the Russian U.S. Department of Homeland financial and other material support groups called APT29, also going by 
Intelligence Services are targeting Security's cybersecurity agency to non-state actors in Afghanistan to the name 'The Dukes' or 'Cozy Bears' 
those working to combat the w a r n e d  i n  A p r i l  t h a t  poisoning dissidents in democratic connected to Russian intelligence are 
coronavirus pandemic."He accused cybercriminals and other groups countries - have persisted, even when attempting to hack research of 
Moscow of pursuing "selfish interests were targeting COVID-19 exposed." He urged President Donald institutes working on the coronavirus 
with reckless behavior."Sticking to research, noting at the time that Trump to condemn such activities.vaccine.UK's National Cyber 
more general language, White House the increase in people teleworking Security Centre, United States’ Relations between Russia and the U.K. 
press secretary Kayleigh McEnany because of the pandemic had Department for Homeland Security have plummeted since former spy 
said, "We worked very closely with created potential avenues for (DHS), Cyber-security Infrastructure Sergei Skripal and his daughter were coordination of the new warning 
our allies to ensure that we would take hackers to exploit.The persistent Security Agency (CISA), and the poisoned with a Soviet-made nerve across continents seemed designed to 
measures to keep that information attacks are seen as an effort to steal Canadian Communication Security agent in the English city of Salisbury add heft and gravity to the 
safe and we continue do so so."The intellectual property rather than to Establishment (CSE) have called out in 2018, though they later recovered. announcement and to prompt the 
allegation that hackers linked to a disrupt research. Individuals'  the Kremlin in an unusually detailed Britain blamed Moscow for the Western targets of the hackers to 
foreign government are attempting to confidential information is not public warning to scientists and attack, which triggered a round of protect themselves."I think (the 
siphon secret medical research during b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  medical companies.It is believed retaliatory diplomatic expulsions governments) have very specific 
the pandemic is not entirely new. U.S. compromised.The accusations come hackers are using 'spear phishing; between Russia and Western intelligence that they can provide," 
officials as recently as Thursday have at a tenuous time for relations custom malware; WellMess and countries.More broadly, Thursday's said John Hultquist, senior director of 
accused China of virtually identical between Russia and both the U.S. and WellMail' to target th vaccine warning announcement speaks to the analysis  at  Mandiant  Threat  
conduct. But the latest public warning U.K. Besides political ill will, research institutes.The alleged culprit vulnerability created by the pandemic Intelligence. "The report is full of 
was startling for the detail it provided, especially among Democrats, about is a familiar foe. Intelligence agencies and the global race for a vaccine.specific operational information that 
attributing the targeting by name to a the 2016 election interference, the in the United States, United Kingdom Profit-motivated criminals have defenders can use" to protect their 
particular hacking group and Trump administration is under and Canada alleged that the hacking exploited the situation and so have networks.Russian President Vladimir 
s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  s o f t w a r e  pressure to confront Russia over groups also blamed for American foreign governments "who also have Putin's spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, 
vulnerabilities the hackers have been intell igence information that  election interference four years ago, their own urgent demands for rejected the accusations, saying: "We 
e x p l o i t i n g . A l s o ,  R u s s i a n  Moscow offered bounties to Taliban are  a t tacking  academic  and  information about the pandemic and don't have information about who 
cyberattacks strike a particular nerve fighters to attack allied fighters.pharmaceutical research institutions about things like vaccine research," may have hacked pharmaceutical 
in the US given the Kremlin's involved in Covid-19 vaccine The Democratic chairman of the House Tonya Ugoretz, an FBI deputy companies and research centers in 
sophisticated campaign to influence development.It was unclear whether Intelligence Committee, Adam assistant  director,  said at  a  Britain.""We may say one thing: 
the 2016 presidential election.The any useful information was stolen. Schiff, said that "it's clear that cybersecurity conference last month.Russia has nothing to do with those 

India-China disengagement in Ladakh continues, 
proximity between troops at Pangong ridges

"intricate" and requires "constant the LAC in India-China border areas.Leh (Ladakh) Disengagement between 
verification", the Indian Army said in a India and China is underway at the Pangong He added that Special Representatives (SRs) of 
statement on Thursday. This statement Lake in eastern Ladakh. While the distance the India-China border question, NSA Ajit 
was issued in the wake of internal between troops from both sides is 4-5 km Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
de l ibera t ions  dur ing  the  Corps  along the banks of the river, that same discussed the prevailing issues on July 5, 2020. 
Commander level meeting that took place distance is just a little over 1 km on the This was followed by a meeting of Working 
between Indian and China in Chushul on mountain ridges surrounding the lake. Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination 
July 14 to review this initial phase of on India-China Border Affairs (WMCC) on July This indicates that disengagement between 
disengagement. 10."The disengagement process currently the two armies is still not complete at 

The Indian Army said, "The two sides underway in the Western sector is specifically Pangong lake where the Chinese had 
remain committed to the objective of aimed at addressing face-off situations and camped at Finger 4 that had traditionally 
complete disengagement. This process is close-up deployments of troops along the LAC. been under Indian control. The Chinese had 
in t r ica te  and requi res  cons tant  It is based on an understanding between senior come in 8km, all the way till Finger 4 from 
verification. They are taking it forward military commanders. Both sides have agreed at Finger 8. India maintains that the Line of 
through regular meetings at the specific points to re-deploy towards their from their earlier position in Galwan Valley Actual Control (LAC) runs through Finger 

diplomatic and military levels."Sources have regular posts on their respective sides of the (PP14) where a violent clash resulted in 8.
described the most recent Corps Commander LAC," the MEA spokesperson said.casualties on both sides on June 15. Distance Mountain spurs jutting into the lake are referred to 
level meeting that continued for nearly 15 hours between Indian and Chinese troops in Galwan is Anurag Srivastava also said that disengagement is as fingers in military parlance.Details accessed 
as "positive".A complete disengagement at now 3 km on each side.At PP15, disengagement an ongoing process. He added, "This mutual re-by India Today reveal that apart from Pangong 
Pangong lake and Hot Springs is expected in the seems to be complete with Indian and Chinese deployment should not be misrepresented. lake, the situation remains tense in the Hot 
coming days as both sides work out modalities.troops separated by a distance of 8-10 km.The There is absolutely no change with respect to Springs area also referred to as Patrol Point 

current disengagement is focused on friction Spokesperson for the Ministry of External Affairs India's position on the Line of Actual Control. (PP17A). Thinning of People's Liberation Army 
areas and an in-depth de-escalation in eastern (MEA) Anurag Srivastava said on Thursday We are fully committed to observing and (PLA) troops was reported from the area but 40-
Ladakh will be worked out once this initial that India and China have been engaged in respecting the LAC. Any unilateral attempts to 50 Chinese soldiers are still in close proximity, 
phase is complete, sources told India discussions through established diplomatic and change the status quo along the LAC are not separated only by a distance of 600-800 metres.
Today.Process of de-escalation along LAC is military channels to address the situation along acceptable.Sources said the Chinese have moved back 1.5 km 

K a t h m a n d u :  N e p a l ' s  
archaeological department plans 
to start studies and excavation in 
Thori in the country's south after 
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli's 
claim that it is the "real birthplace" 
of Lord Ram, according to a media 
report on Thursday.

Several top Nepalese political 
leaders from different parties have 
slammed Mr Oli for making 
"senseless and irrelevant" remarks 
that Lord Ram was born in Thori 
near Birgunj and the real Ayodhya 
lies in Nepal. They have asked 
him to withdraw his controversial 
s t a t ement .Fo l lowing  Ol i ' s  
remarks, the Department of 
Archaeology (DoA) has been 
d i s c u s s i n g  a  p o s s i b l e  
archeological study in the area 
with different ministries, My 
Republica newspaper reported.

"The department has been holding 
several meetings with different 
min is t r i es  to  d i scuss  the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s t a r t i n g  
archaeological studies in Thori of 
Birgunj," it quoted Ram Bahadur 
Kunwar, the spokesperson for the 
DOA, as saying.DoA Director 
General Damodar Gautam said 
the department is serious about 
conducting archaeological studies 
in Thori after Prime Minister Oli's 
statement."The department will 
discuss with experts and will 
come to a conclusion soon," said 
Gautam.However, the DoA 
doesn't have any basis to start any 
excavation at Thori - the 
birthplace of Lord Ram, as 
claimed by Oli."It  is our 
responsibility to carry out a study 
after such statements by the prime 
minister. Having said that, I 
cannot say that we have enough 
bases to prove that Ayodhya is in 
Nepal," according to Gautam.

More than 70 rich countries 
have signed up to a global 
coronavirus vaccine initiative 
intended to ensure that any 
effective shots are fairly 
distributed around the world - 
but which may also allow 
them to buy more vaccines to 
stockpile for their own 
citizens.

"Record COVID-19 
Tests Carried Out 
By US, 2nd Highest 
By India": White 
House
Washington: After the US, which 

has carried out a record 42 million 
COVID-19 tests, India has done 
the second largest number of 12 
million coronavirus tests, the 
White House has said.

More than 3.5 million people have 
t e s t e d  p o s i t i v e  w i t h  t h e  
coronavirus and 138,000 died in 
the US. Globally, more than 13.6 
million have tested positive and 
over 586,000 have died.

"With regard to (the coronavirus) 
testing, we've done more than 42 
million tests. The second-highest 
number is 12 million from India. 
We're leading the world in 
testing," White House Press 
Secretary Kayleigh McEnany told 
reporters at a news conference 
here on Thursday.The White 
House  was  responding to  
q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
coronavirus pandemic in the US.

"We have done more than any 
country in the world on testing; 
there's no doubt about that -- 42 
million tests. The country with the 
next highest number is India at 12 
million," McEnany said.

This record testing, she said, is in a 
very stark contrast than the 
previous administration.CBS is 
reporting that in 2009 under 
Obama-Biden, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
abruptly advised states to stop 
testing for the H1N1 flu and 
stopped counting individual cases, 
she said."Ron Klain, Vice 
President Biden's former Chief of 
Staff said this: It is "purely a 
fortuity that (H1N1) isn't one of 
the great mass casualty events in 
American history. It had nothing to 
do with us doing anything right." 
This is former VP Biden's Chief of 
Staff. It just had to do with luck," 
she said.

"Contrary to that, this President led 
the world in testing; led the world 
in ventilators -- redistributing 
ventilators for therapeutics; 13 
vaccine candidates -- one going 
into phase three clinical trial. This 
response has been extraordinary 
and historic. We didn't pause 
tes t ing ;  the  Obama-Biden  
administration did, and that was a 
shameful decision," McEnany 
said.There has been encouraging 
news on vaccines, the press 
secretary said."Moderna's vaccine 
candidate is showing promising 
signs. They produced a positive, 
neutral immune response among 
the 45 participants in the study. 
This is comparable to what we see 
in recovered patients. The bottom 
line is that, so far, we are seeing 
exactly what you would hope to 
see in a vaccine. 

At least 239 scientists in 32 countries outlined the evidence 
showing smaller particles can infect people and asked the World 

Health Organization (WHO) to revise the recommendations.

US withdraw troops from 5 
locations in Afghanistan 
under agreement with 
Taliban

Washington The Pentagon 
announced on Tuesday (local 
time) that the US had withdrawn 
its troops from five bases in 
Afghanistan and reduced the 
strength of its forces under an 
agreement with the Taliban 
earlier this year. Pentagon 
spokesman Jonathan Hoffman 
said in a statement, 'On July 13, 
2020, on February 29, 2020, 135 
days after the signing of the US-
Taliban Agreement. As stipulated 
in the agreement, the United 
States had agreed to reduce its 
forces to 8,600 in Afghanistan 
and withdraw from five bases. 
The US military in Afghanistan 
will be around 8,000 and the five 
bases formerly occupied by the 
US military have been transferred 
to our Afghan partners. 'The US 
military presence in Afghanistan 
focuses on capabilities - not 
numbers, Hoffman said. We 
ourselves retain the capabilities 
and authority necessary to protect 
our allies and American national 
interests. 

WORLD

UN Designates Pak-Based Terror Group's 
Noor Mehsud As "Global Terrorist"

Washington US President Donald Trump has said 
that he wants to do everything possible to keep 
peace for the people of India and China, according 
to his spokesperson.Over the past several weeks, 
the Trump administration has come out in support 
of India against China."He (Trump) said I love the 
people of India and I love the people of China and I 
want to do everything possible to keep the peace for 
the people," White House Press Secretary Kayleigh 
McEnany told reporters at a news conference here 
on Thursday.She was responding to a question on 
Trump's message to India, which recently had a 
standoff with China in eastern Ladakh along the 
Line of Actual Control.

Earlier in the day, White House Economic Advisor 
Larry Kudlow described India as a great ally, saying 
President Trump is a great friend of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

On Wednesday, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said 
that India has been a great partner of the US."India 
has been a great partner They are an important 
partner of ours. I have a great relationship with my 
foreign minister counterpart. We talked frequently 
about a broad range of issues. We talked about the 
conflict they had along the border with China. 
We've talked about the risk that emanates from the 
Chinese telecommunication infrastructure there," 
Pompeo told reporters in response to a 
question.Travelling in Europe, US National 
Security Advisor Robert O'Brien told reporters that 
China has been very aggressive with India.O'Brien 
said that India is a democracy and is a great friend of 
the United States. Prime Minister "Modi and 
President Trump have a super relationship," he 
said."In fact, it was the last foreign trip that I took 
with the president before the COVID-19 crisis hit, 
was to India, and we had a great reception of the 
Indian people there. We have a lot in common with 
them, we speak English, we're democracies. We've 
got a growing, very strong relationship with India," 
O'Brien said.Welcoming the White House 
statement, Al Mason, co-chair of the Trump Victory 
Indian American Finance Committee, said that 
unlike his predecessor, President Trump has come 
out openly in support of India.
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Fewer COVID-19 Deaths in ICU Suggest 
Hospital Care Improving: Study

information that will help us to refine our World  Fewer Covid-19 patients are dying 
strategy for reducing mortality," she in intensive-care units, researchers found, 
said.The review found ICU mortality indicating that hospitals are getting better 
doesn't differ significantly across at treating severe forms of the pandemic 
regions, despite apparent variations in disease.
treatments and other areas, suggesting Overall mortality of Covid-19 patients 
that no specific therapy reduces ICU treated in ICUs had fallen to just under 
mortality, the authors said in a statement. 42% at the end of May from almost 60% in 
Last month, the inexpensive anti-March. That's according to the first 
inflammatory dexamethasone was found systematic analysis of two dozen studies 
to reduce deaths by a third among involving more than 10,000 patients in 
pa t i en t s  r ece iv ing  mechan ica l  Asia, Europe and North America.
ventilation, and there is hope this will The fast spread of SARS-CoV-2, high 
improve survival  further,  they caseload and proportion of patients admission criteria have changed over time, for said.Critical illness associated with Covid-19 requir ing breathing support  p laced example, with greater pressure on ICUs early can be prolonged. About a fifth of ICU "unprecedented demand" on ICU services, in the pandemic surge." hospitalizations in the U.K. lasted more than researchers wrote in a study published ToolboxThe World Health Organization is four weeks, and 9% persisted for more than 42 Wednesday in the journal Anaesthesia. collating data from countries to identify days. Mortality in ICUs for Covid-19 is almost Countries in the later phases of the pandemic elements that reduce mortality, with a goal to twice the typical 22% rate there for other viral may now be coping better, they said."It may create a toolbox of treatments that will enable pneumonias.reflect the rapid learning that has taken place doctors to provide better care for the full range "The important message, however, is that as the on a global scale due to the prompt publication of Covid-19 patients. The new study will add to pandemic has progressed and all these factors of clinical reports early in the pandemic," the cumulative knowledge, said Sylvie Briand, combine, survival of patients admitted to ICU wrote the authors, led by Tim Cook, an the WHO's director for global infectious with Covid-19 has significantly improved," the anesthesiologist and intensive care physician hazard preparedness."This is critical authors said.in Bath, England. "It may also be that ICU 

Pakistanis and wounding 20 others, the United Nations: The Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan 
Committee added.The US State Department's (TTP) terror group's Noor Wali Mehsud has 
Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs been designated as a global terrorist by the 
(SCA) said in a tweet that it welcomes the United Nations for participating in the 
addition of Mehsud by the UN to the ISIL and financing, planning and perpetrating acts on 
Al Qaida sanctions list."TTP is responsible behalf of and in support of entities associated 
for many deadly terrorist attacks in Pakistan. with al-Qaida.The UN Security Council's 1267 
The United States domestically designated ISIL and Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee added 
Noor Wali as a terrorist in September 2019," it Mehsud, 42, to the ISIL (Da'esh) and Al-Qaida 
said in the tweet.Blacklisting by the Security Sanctions List on Thursday, subjecting the 
Council entails that all states are required to Pakistani national to an assets freeze, travel ban 
freeze without delay the funds and other and arms embargo.The Sanctions Committee 
financial assets or economic resources of said that Mehsud was listed for "participating 
designated individuals and entities.They are in the financing, planning, facilitating, or Pakistan, including an attack targeting 

also required to prevent the entry into or transit perpetrating of acts or activities by, in Pakistani security forces in North Waziristan in 
through their territories by the designated conjunction with, under the name of, on behalf July 2019 and a bomb attack against Pakistani 
individuals and prevent the direct or indirect of, or in support of" entities associated with al- soldiers in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in August 
supply, sale and transfer from their territories Qaida.In June 2018, Mehsud was named the 2019," the Sanctions Committee said.The 
or by their nationals outside their territories, or head of Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan, following group had claimed responsibility for an 
using their flag vessels or aircraft, of arms and the death of Maulana Fazlullah.The TTP was attempted bombing in Times Square on May 1, 
related materiel of all types, spare parts, and blacklisted by the UN on July 29, 2011 for its 2010, and in April 2010 it had launched a multi-
technical advice, assistance, or training related association with al-Qaida."Under Noor Wali's pronged assault against the United States 
to military activities, to designated individuals leadership, TTP has claimed responsibility for Consulate in Peshawar, killing at least six 
and entities.numerous deadly terrorist attacks across 

Nepal Plans 
Excavation In 
Thori After PM Oli 
Claims It As Real 
Ayodhya

Russia is hacking coronavirus vaccine 
trials, say US, UK and Canada

But British Foreign Secretary attempts," Peskov said, according Russia's malign cyber operations and London K’s National Cyber Security 
Dominic Raab said, "It is completely to the state news agency Tass.The other destabilizing activities - from Centre is 'almost certain' that hacking 
unacceptable that the Russian U.S. Department of Homeland financial and other material support groups called APT29, also going by 
Intelligence Services are targeting Security's cybersecurity agency to non-state actors in Afghanistan to the name 'The Dukes' or 'Cozy Bears' 
those working to combat the w a r n e d  i n  A p r i l  t h a t  poisoning dissidents in democratic connected to Russian intelligence are 
coronavirus pandemic."He accused cybercriminals and other groups countries - have persisted, even when attempting to hack research of 
Moscow of pursuing "selfish interests were targeting COVID-19 exposed." He urged President Donald institutes working on the coronavirus 
with reckless behavior."Sticking to research, noting at the time that Trump to condemn such activities.vaccine.UK's National Cyber 
more general language, White House the increase in people teleworking Security Centre, United States’ Relations between Russia and the U.K. 
press secretary Kayleigh McEnany because of the pandemic had Department for Homeland Security have plummeted since former spy 
said, "We worked very closely with created potential avenues for (DHS), Cyber-security Infrastructure Sergei Skripal and his daughter were coordination of the new warning 
our allies to ensure that we would take hackers to exploit.The persistent Security Agency (CISA), and the poisoned with a Soviet-made nerve across continents seemed designed to 
measures to keep that information attacks are seen as an effort to steal Canadian Communication Security agent in the English city of Salisbury add heft and gravity to the 
safe and we continue do so so."The intellectual property rather than to Establishment (CSE) have called out in 2018, though they later recovered. announcement and to prompt the 
allegation that hackers linked to a disrupt research. Individuals'  the Kremlin in an unusually detailed Britain blamed Moscow for the Western targets of the hackers to 
foreign government are attempting to confidential information is not public warning to scientists and attack, which triggered a round of protect themselves."I think (the 
siphon secret medical research during b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  medical companies.It is believed retaliatory diplomatic expulsions governments) have very specific 
the pandemic is not entirely new. U.S. compromised.The accusations come hackers are using 'spear phishing; between Russia and Western intelligence that they can provide," 
officials as recently as Thursday have at a tenuous time for relations custom malware; WellMess and countries.More broadly, Thursday's said John Hultquist, senior director of 
accused China of virtually identical between Russia and both the U.S. and WellMail' to target th vaccine warning announcement speaks to the analysis  at  Mandiant  Threat  
conduct. But the latest public warning U.K. Besides political ill will, research institutes.The alleged culprit vulnerability created by the pandemic Intelligence. "The report is full of 
was startling for the detail it provided, especially among Democrats, about is a familiar foe. Intelligence agencies and the global race for a vaccine.specific operational information that 
attributing the targeting by name to a the 2016 election interference, the in the United States, United Kingdom Profit-motivated criminals have defenders can use" to protect their 
particular hacking group and Trump administration is under and Canada alleged that the hacking exploited the situation and so have networks.Russian President Vladimir 
s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  s o f t w a r e  pressure to confront Russia over groups also blamed for American foreign governments "who also have Putin's spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, 
vulnerabilities the hackers have been intell igence information that  election interference four years ago, their own urgent demands for rejected the accusations, saying: "We 
e x p l o i t i n g . A l s o ,  R u s s i a n  Moscow offered bounties to Taliban are  a t tacking  academic  and  information about the pandemic and don't have information about who 
cyberattacks strike a particular nerve fighters to attack allied fighters.pharmaceutical research institutions about things like vaccine research," may have hacked pharmaceutical 
in the US given the Kremlin's involved in Covid-19 vaccine The Democratic chairman of the House Tonya Ugoretz, an FBI deputy companies and research centers in 
sophisticated campaign to influence development.It was unclear whether Intelligence Committee, Adam assistant  director,  said at  a  Britain.""We may say one thing: 
the 2016 presidential election.The any useful information was stolen. Schiff, said that "it's clear that cybersecurity conference last month.Russia has nothing to do with those 

India-China disengagement in Ladakh continues, 
proximity between troops at Pangong ridges

"intricate" and requires "constant the LAC in India-China border areas.Leh (Ladakh) Disengagement between 
verification", the Indian Army said in a India and China is underway at the Pangong He added that Special Representatives (SRs) of 
statement on Thursday. This statement Lake in eastern Ladakh. While the distance the India-China border question, NSA Ajit 
was issued in the wake of internal between troops from both sides is 4-5 km Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
de l ibera t ions  dur ing  the  Corps  along the banks of the river, that same discussed the prevailing issues on July 5, 2020. 
Commander level meeting that took place distance is just a little over 1 km on the This was followed by a meeting of Working 
between Indian and China in Chushul on mountain ridges surrounding the lake. Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination 
July 14 to review this initial phase of on India-China Border Affairs (WMCC) on July This indicates that disengagement between 
disengagement. 10."The disengagement process currently the two armies is still not complete at 

The Indian Army said, "The two sides underway in the Western sector is specifically Pangong lake where the Chinese had 
remain committed to the objective of aimed at addressing face-off situations and camped at Finger 4 that had traditionally 
complete disengagement. This process is close-up deployments of troops along the LAC. been under Indian control. The Chinese had 
in t r ica te  and requi res  cons tant  It is based on an understanding between senior come in 8km, all the way till Finger 4 from 
verification. They are taking it forward military commanders. Both sides have agreed at Finger 8. India maintains that the Line of 
through regular meetings at the specific points to re-deploy towards their from their earlier position in Galwan Valley Actual Control (LAC) runs through Finger 

diplomatic and military levels."Sources have regular posts on their respective sides of the (PP14) where a violent clash resulted in 8.
described the most recent Corps Commander LAC," the MEA spokesperson said.casualties on both sides on June 15. Distance Mountain spurs jutting into the lake are referred to 
level meeting that continued for nearly 15 hours between Indian and Chinese troops in Galwan is Anurag Srivastava also said that disengagement is as fingers in military parlance.Details accessed 
as "positive".A complete disengagement at now 3 km on each side.At PP15, disengagement an ongoing process. He added, "This mutual re-by India Today reveal that apart from Pangong 
Pangong lake and Hot Springs is expected in the seems to be complete with Indian and Chinese deployment should not be misrepresented. lake, the situation remains tense in the Hot 
coming days as both sides work out modalities.troops separated by a distance of 8-10 km.The There is absolutely no change with respect to Springs area also referred to as Patrol Point 

current disengagement is focused on friction Spokesperson for the Ministry of External Affairs India's position on the Line of Actual Control. (PP17A). Thinning of People's Liberation Army 
areas and an in-depth de-escalation in eastern (MEA) Anurag Srivastava said on Thursday We are fully committed to observing and (PLA) troops was reported from the area but 40-
Ladakh will be worked out once this initial that India and China have been engaged in respecting the LAC. Any unilateral attempts to 50 Chinese soldiers are still in close proximity, 
phase is complete, sources told India discussions through established diplomatic and change the status quo along the LAC are not separated only by a distance of 600-800 metres.
Today.Process of de-escalation along LAC is military channels to address the situation along acceptable.Sources said the Chinese have moved back 1.5 km 

K a t h m a n d u :  N e p a l ' s  
archaeological department plans 
to start studies and excavation in 
Thori in the country's south after 
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli's 
claim that it is the "real birthplace" 
of Lord Ram, according to a media 
report on Thursday.

Several top Nepalese political 
leaders from different parties have 
slammed Mr Oli for making 
"senseless and irrelevant" remarks 
that Lord Ram was born in Thori 
near Birgunj and the real Ayodhya 
lies in Nepal. They have asked 
him to withdraw his controversial 
s t a t ement .Fo l lowing  Ol i ' s  
remarks, the Department of 
Archaeology (DoA) has been 
d i s c u s s i n g  a  p o s s i b l e  
archeological study in the area 
with different ministries, My 
Republica newspaper reported.

"The department has been holding 
several meetings with different 
min is t r i es  to  d i scuss  the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s t a r t i n g  
archaeological studies in Thori of 
Birgunj," it quoted Ram Bahadur 
Kunwar, the spokesperson for the 
DOA, as saying.DoA Director 
General Damodar Gautam said 
the department is serious about 
conducting archaeological studies 
in Thori after Prime Minister Oli's 
statement."The department will 
discuss with experts and will 
come to a conclusion soon," said 
Gautam.However, the DoA 
doesn't have any basis to start any 
excavation at Thori - the 
birthplace of Lord Ram, as 
claimed by Oli."It  is our 
responsibility to carry out a study 
after such statements by the prime 
minister. Having said that, I 
cannot say that we have enough 
bases to prove that Ayodhya is in 
Nepal," according to Gautam.

More than 70 rich countries 
have signed up to a global 
coronavirus vaccine initiative 
intended to ensure that any 
effective shots are fairly 
distributed around the world - 
but which may also allow 
them to buy more vaccines to 
stockpile for their own 
citizens.

"Record COVID-19 
Tests Carried Out 
By US, 2nd Highest 
By India": White 
House
Washington: After the US, which 

has carried out a record 42 million 
COVID-19 tests, India has done 
the second largest number of 12 
million coronavirus tests, the 
White House has said.

More than 3.5 million people have 
t e s t e d  p o s i t i v e  w i t h  t h e  
coronavirus and 138,000 died in 
the US. Globally, more than 13.6 
million have tested positive and 
over 586,000 have died.

"With regard to (the coronavirus) 
testing, we've done more than 42 
million tests. The second-highest 
number is 12 million from India. 
We're leading the world in 
testing," White House Press 
Secretary Kayleigh McEnany told 
reporters at a news conference 
here on Thursday.The White 
House  was  responding to  
q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
coronavirus pandemic in the US.

"We have done more than any 
country in the world on testing; 
there's no doubt about that -- 42 
million tests. The country with the 
next highest number is India at 12 
million," McEnany said.

This record testing, she said, is in a 
very stark contrast than the 
previous administration.CBS is 
reporting that in 2009 under 
Obama-Biden, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
abruptly advised states to stop 
testing for the H1N1 flu and 
stopped counting individual cases, 
she said."Ron Klain, Vice 
President Biden's former Chief of 
Staff said this: It is "purely a 
fortuity that (H1N1) isn't one of 
the great mass casualty events in 
American history. It had nothing to 
do with us doing anything right." 
This is former VP Biden's Chief of 
Staff. It just had to do with luck," 
she said.

"Contrary to that, this President led 
the world in testing; led the world 
in ventilators -- redistributing 
ventilators for therapeutics; 13 
vaccine candidates -- one going 
into phase three clinical trial. This 
response has been extraordinary 
and historic. We didn't pause 
tes t ing ;  the  Obama-Biden  
administration did, and that was a 
shameful decision," McEnany 
said.There has been encouraging 
news on vaccines, the press 
secretary said."Moderna's vaccine 
candidate is showing promising 
signs. They produced a positive, 
neutral immune response among 
the 45 participants in the study. 
This is comparable to what we see 
in recovered patients. The bottom 
line is that, so far, we are seeing 
exactly what you would hope to 
see in a vaccine. 

At least 239 scientists in 32 countries outlined the evidence 
showing smaller particles can infect people and asked the World 

Health Organization (WHO) to revise the recommendations.

US withdraw troops from 5 
locations in Afghanistan 
under agreement with 
Taliban

Washington The Pentagon 
announced on Tuesday (local 
time) that the US had withdrawn 
its troops from five bases in 
Afghanistan and reduced the 
strength of its forces under an 
agreement with the Taliban 
earlier this year. Pentagon 
spokesman Jonathan Hoffman 
said in a statement, 'On July 13, 
2020, on February 29, 2020, 135 
days after the signing of the US-
Taliban Agreement. As stipulated 
in the agreement, the United 
States had agreed to reduce its 
forces to 8,600 in Afghanistan 
and withdraw from five bases. 
The US military in Afghanistan 
will be around 8,000 and the five 
bases formerly occupied by the 
US military have been transferred 
to our Afghan partners. 'The US 
military presence in Afghanistan 
focuses on capabilities - not 
numbers, Hoffman said. We 
ourselves retain the capabilities 
and authority necessary to protect 
our allies and American national 
interests. 

WORLD

UN Designates Pak-Based Terror Group's 
Noor Mehsud As "Global Terrorist"

Washington US President Donald Trump has said 
that he wants to do everything possible to keep 
peace for the people of India and China, according 
to his spokesperson.Over the past several weeks, 
the Trump administration has come out in support 
of India against China."He (Trump) said I love the 
people of India and I love the people of China and I 
want to do everything possible to keep the peace for 
the people," White House Press Secretary Kayleigh 
McEnany told reporters at a news conference here 
on Thursday.She was responding to a question on 
Trump's message to India, which recently had a 
standoff with China in eastern Ladakh along the 
Line of Actual Control.

Earlier in the day, White House Economic Advisor 
Larry Kudlow described India as a great ally, saying 
President Trump is a great friend of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

On Wednesday, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said 
that India has been a great partner of the US."India 
has been a great partner They are an important 
partner of ours. I have a great relationship with my 
foreign minister counterpart. We talked frequently 
about a broad range of issues. We talked about the 
conflict they had along the border with China. 
We've talked about the risk that emanates from the 
Chinese telecommunication infrastructure there," 
Pompeo told reporters in response to a 
question.Travelling in Europe, US National 
Security Advisor Robert O'Brien told reporters that 
China has been very aggressive with India.O'Brien 
said that India is a democracy and is a great friend of 
the United States. Prime Minister "Modi and 
President Trump have a super relationship," he 
said."In fact, it was the last foreign trip that I took 
with the president before the COVID-19 crisis hit, 
was to India, and we had a great reception of the 
Indian people there. We have a lot in common with 
them, we speak English, we're democracies. We've 
got a growing, very strong relationship with India," 
O'Brien said.Welcoming the White House 
statement, Al Mason, co-chair of the Trump Victory 
Indian American Finance Committee, said that 
unlike his predecessor, President Trump has come 
out openly in support of India.

Love people of India, 
China; want to do 

everything possible to 
keep peace: Trump

NEWS BOX 

Fewer COVID-19 Deaths in ICU Suggest 
Hospital Care Improving: Study

information that will help us to refine our World  Fewer Covid-19 patients are dying 
strategy for reducing mortality," she in intensive-care units, researchers found, 
said.The review found ICU mortality indicating that hospitals are getting better 
doesn't differ significantly across at treating severe forms of the pandemic 
regions, despite apparent variations in disease.
treatments and other areas, suggesting Overall mortality of Covid-19 patients 
that no specific therapy reduces ICU treated in ICUs had fallen to just under 
mortality, the authors said in a statement. 42% at the end of May from almost 60% in 
Last month, the inexpensive anti-March. That's according to the first 
inflammatory dexamethasone was found systematic analysis of two dozen studies 
to reduce deaths by a third among involving more than 10,000 patients in 
pa t i en t s  r ece iv ing  mechan ica l  Asia, Europe and North America.
ventilation, and there is hope this will The fast spread of SARS-CoV-2, high 
improve survival  further,  they caseload and proportion of patients admission criteria have changed over time, for said.Critical illness associated with Covid-19 requir ing breathing support  p laced example, with greater pressure on ICUs early can be prolonged. About a fifth of ICU "unprecedented demand" on ICU services, in the pandemic surge." hospitalizations in the U.K. lasted more than researchers wrote in a study published ToolboxThe World Health Organization is four weeks, and 9% persisted for more than 42 Wednesday in the journal Anaesthesia. collating data from countries to identify days. Mortality in ICUs for Covid-19 is almost Countries in the later phases of the pandemic elements that reduce mortality, with a goal to twice the typical 22% rate there for other viral may now be coping better, they said."It may create a toolbox of treatments that will enable pneumonias.reflect the rapid learning that has taken place doctors to provide better care for the full range "The important message, however, is that as the on a global scale due to the prompt publication of Covid-19 patients. The new study will add to pandemic has progressed and all these factors of clinical reports early in the pandemic," the cumulative knowledge, said Sylvie Briand, combine, survival of patients admitted to ICU wrote the authors, led by Tim Cook, an the WHO's director for global infectious with Covid-19 has significantly improved," the anesthesiologist and intensive care physician hazard preparedness."This is critical authors said.in Bath, England. "It may also be that ICU 

Pakistanis and wounding 20 others, the United Nations: The Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan 
Committee added.The US State Department's (TTP) terror group's Noor Wali Mehsud has 
Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs been designated as a global terrorist by the 
(SCA) said in a tweet that it welcomes the United Nations for participating in the 
addition of Mehsud by the UN to the ISIL and financing, planning and perpetrating acts on 
Al Qaida sanctions list."TTP is responsible behalf of and in support of entities associated 
for many deadly terrorist attacks in Pakistan. with al-Qaida.The UN Security Council's 1267 
The United States domestically designated ISIL and Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee added 
Noor Wali as a terrorist in September 2019," it Mehsud, 42, to the ISIL (Da'esh) and Al-Qaida 
said in the tweet.Blacklisting by the Security Sanctions List on Thursday, subjecting the 
Council entails that all states are required to Pakistani national to an assets freeze, travel ban 
freeze without delay the funds and other and arms embargo.The Sanctions Committee 
financial assets or economic resources of said that Mehsud was listed for "participating 
designated individuals and entities.They are in the financing, planning, facilitating, or Pakistan, including an attack targeting 

also required to prevent the entry into or transit perpetrating of acts or activities by, in Pakistani security forces in North Waziristan in 
through their territories by the designated conjunction with, under the name of, on behalf July 2019 and a bomb attack against Pakistani 
individuals and prevent the direct or indirect of, or in support of" entities associated with al- soldiers in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in August 
supply, sale and transfer from their territories Qaida.In June 2018, Mehsud was named the 2019," the Sanctions Committee said.The 
or by their nationals outside their territories, or head of Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan, following group had claimed responsibility for an 
using their flag vessels or aircraft, of arms and the death of Maulana Fazlullah.The TTP was attempted bombing in Times Square on May 1, 
related materiel of all types, spare parts, and blacklisted by the UN on July 29, 2011 for its 2010, and in April 2010 it had launched a multi-
technical advice, assistance, or training related association with al-Qaida."Under Noor Wali's pronged assault against the United States 
to military activities, to designated individuals leadership, TTP has claimed responsibility for Consulate in Peshawar, killing at least six 
and entities.numerous deadly terrorist attacks across 
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Russia is hacking coronavirus vaccine 
trials, say US, UK and Canada

But British Foreign Secretary attempts," Peskov said, according Russia's malign cyber operations and London K’s National Cyber Security 
Dominic Raab said, "It is completely to the state news agency Tass.The other destabilizing activities - from Centre is 'almost certain' that hacking 
unacceptable that the Russian U.S. Department of Homeland financial and other material support groups called APT29, also going by 
Intelligence Services are targeting Security's cybersecurity agency to non-state actors in Afghanistan to the name 'The Dukes' or 'Cozy Bears' 
those working to combat the w a r n e d  i n  A p r i l  t h a t  poisoning dissidents in democratic connected to Russian intelligence are 
coronavirus pandemic."He accused cybercriminals and other groups countries - have persisted, even when attempting to hack research of 
Moscow of pursuing "selfish interests were targeting COVID-19 exposed." He urged President Donald institutes working on the coronavirus 
with reckless behavior."Sticking to research, noting at the time that Trump to condemn such activities.vaccine.UK's National Cyber 
more general language, White House the increase in people teleworking Security Centre, United States’ Relations between Russia and the U.K. 
press secretary Kayleigh McEnany because of the pandemic had Department for Homeland Security have plummeted since former spy 
said, "We worked very closely with created potential avenues for (DHS), Cyber-security Infrastructure Sergei Skripal and his daughter were coordination of the new warning 
our allies to ensure that we would take hackers to exploit.The persistent Security Agency (CISA), and the poisoned with a Soviet-made nerve across continents seemed designed to 
measures to keep that information attacks are seen as an effort to steal Canadian Communication Security agent in the English city of Salisbury add heft and gravity to the 
safe and we continue do so so."The intellectual property rather than to Establishment (CSE) have called out in 2018, though they later recovered. announcement and to prompt the 
allegation that hackers linked to a disrupt research. Individuals'  the Kremlin in an unusually detailed Britain blamed Moscow for the Western targets of the hackers to 
foreign government are attempting to confidential information is not public warning to scientists and attack, which triggered a round of protect themselves."I think (the 
siphon secret medical research during b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  medical companies.It is believed retaliatory diplomatic expulsions governments) have very specific 
the pandemic is not entirely new. U.S. compromised.The accusations come hackers are using 'spear phishing; between Russia and Western intelligence that they can provide," 
officials as recently as Thursday have at a tenuous time for relations custom malware; WellMess and countries.More broadly, Thursday's said John Hultquist, senior director of 
accused China of virtually identical between Russia and both the U.S. and WellMail' to target th vaccine warning announcement speaks to the analysis  at  Mandiant  Threat  
conduct. But the latest public warning U.K. Besides political ill will, research institutes.The alleged culprit vulnerability created by the pandemic Intelligence. "The report is full of 
was startling for the detail it provided, especially among Democrats, about is a familiar foe. Intelligence agencies and the global race for a vaccine.specific operational information that 
attributing the targeting by name to a the 2016 election interference, the in the United States, United Kingdom Profit-motivated criminals have defenders can use" to protect their 
particular hacking group and Trump administration is under and Canada alleged that the hacking exploited the situation and so have networks.Russian President Vladimir 
s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  s o f t w a r e  pressure to confront Russia over groups also blamed for American foreign governments "who also have Putin's spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, 
vulnerabilities the hackers have been intell igence information that  election interference four years ago, their own urgent demands for rejected the accusations, saying: "We 
e x p l o i t i n g . A l s o ,  R u s s i a n  Moscow offered bounties to Taliban are  a t tacking  academic  and  information about the pandemic and don't have information about who 
cyberattacks strike a particular nerve fighters to attack allied fighters.pharmaceutical research institutions about things like vaccine research," may have hacked pharmaceutical 
in the US given the Kremlin's involved in Covid-19 vaccine The Democratic chairman of the House Tonya Ugoretz, an FBI deputy companies and research centers in 
sophisticated campaign to influence development.It was unclear whether Intelligence Committee, Adam assistant  director,  said at  a  Britain.""We may say one thing: 
the 2016 presidential election.The any useful information was stolen. Schiff, said that "it's clear that cybersecurity conference last month.Russia has nothing to do with those 

India-China disengagement in Ladakh continues, 
proximity between troops at Pangong ridges

"intricate" and requires "constant the LAC in India-China border areas.Leh (Ladakh) Disengagement between 
verification", the Indian Army said in a India and China is underway at the Pangong He added that Special Representatives (SRs) of 
statement on Thursday. This statement Lake in eastern Ladakh. While the distance the India-China border question, NSA Ajit 
was issued in the wake of internal between troops from both sides is 4-5 km Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
de l ibera t ions  dur ing  the  Corps  along the banks of the river, that same discussed the prevailing issues on July 5, 2020. 
Commander level meeting that took place distance is just a little over 1 km on the This was followed by a meeting of Working 
between Indian and China in Chushul on mountain ridges surrounding the lake. Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination 
July 14 to review this initial phase of on India-China Border Affairs (WMCC) on July This indicates that disengagement between 
disengagement. 10."The disengagement process currently the two armies is still not complete at 

The Indian Army said, "The two sides underway in the Western sector is specifically Pangong lake where the Chinese had 
remain committed to the objective of aimed at addressing face-off situations and camped at Finger 4 that had traditionally 
complete disengagement. This process is close-up deployments of troops along the LAC. been under Indian control. The Chinese had 
in t r ica te  and requi res  cons tant  It is based on an understanding between senior come in 8km, all the way till Finger 4 from 
verification. They are taking it forward military commanders. Both sides have agreed at Finger 8. India maintains that the Line of 
through regular meetings at the specific points to re-deploy towards their from their earlier position in Galwan Valley Actual Control (LAC) runs through Finger 

diplomatic and military levels."Sources have regular posts on their respective sides of the (PP14) where a violent clash resulted in 8.
described the most recent Corps Commander LAC," the MEA spokesperson said.casualties on both sides on June 15. Distance Mountain spurs jutting into the lake are referred to 
level meeting that continued for nearly 15 hours between Indian and Chinese troops in Galwan is Anurag Srivastava also said that disengagement is as fingers in military parlance.Details accessed 
as "positive".A complete disengagement at now 3 km on each side.At PP15, disengagement an ongoing process. He added, "This mutual re-by India Today reveal that apart from Pangong 
Pangong lake and Hot Springs is expected in the seems to be complete with Indian and Chinese deployment should not be misrepresented. lake, the situation remains tense in the Hot 
coming days as both sides work out modalities.troops separated by a distance of 8-10 km.The There is absolutely no change with respect to Springs area also referred to as Patrol Point 

current disengagement is focused on friction Spokesperson for the Ministry of External Affairs India's position on the Line of Actual Control. (PP17A). Thinning of People's Liberation Army 
areas and an in-depth de-escalation in eastern (MEA) Anurag Srivastava said on Thursday We are fully committed to observing and (PLA) troops was reported from the area but 40-
Ladakh will be worked out once this initial that India and China have been engaged in respecting the LAC. Any unilateral attempts to 50 Chinese soldiers are still in close proximity, 
phase is complete, sources told India discussions through established diplomatic and change the status quo along the LAC are not separated only by a distance of 600-800 metres.
Today.Process of de-escalation along LAC is military channels to address the situation along acceptable.Sources said the Chinese have moved back 1.5 km 

K a t h m a n d u :  N e p a l ' s  
archaeological department plans 
to start studies and excavation in 
Thori in the country's south after 
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli's 
claim that it is the "real birthplace" 
of Lord Ram, according to a media 
report on Thursday.

Several top Nepalese political 
leaders from different parties have 
slammed Mr Oli for making 
"senseless and irrelevant" remarks 
that Lord Ram was born in Thori 
near Birgunj and the real Ayodhya 
lies in Nepal. They have asked 
him to withdraw his controversial 
s t a t ement .Fo l lowing  Ol i ' s  
remarks, the Department of 
Archaeology (DoA) has been 
d i s c u s s i n g  a  p o s s i b l e  
archeological study in the area 
with different ministries, My 
Republica newspaper reported.

"The department has been holding 
several meetings with different 
min is t r i es  to  d i scuss  the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s t a r t i n g  
archaeological studies in Thori of 
Birgunj," it quoted Ram Bahadur 
Kunwar, the spokesperson for the 
DOA, as saying.DoA Director 
General Damodar Gautam said 
the department is serious about 
conducting archaeological studies 
in Thori after Prime Minister Oli's 
statement."The department will 
discuss with experts and will 
come to a conclusion soon," said 
Gautam.However, the DoA 
doesn't have any basis to start any 
excavation at Thori - the 
birthplace of Lord Ram, as 
claimed by Oli."It  is our 
responsibility to carry out a study 
after such statements by the prime 
minister. Having said that, I 
cannot say that we have enough 
bases to prove that Ayodhya is in 
Nepal," according to Gautam.

More than 70 rich countries 
have signed up to a global 
coronavirus vaccine initiative 
intended to ensure that any 
effective shots are fairly 
distributed around the world - 
but which may also allow 
them to buy more vaccines to 
stockpile for their own 
citizens.

"Record COVID-19 
Tests Carried Out 
By US, 2nd Highest 
By India": White 
House
Washington: After the US, which 

has carried out a record 42 million 
COVID-19 tests, India has done 
the second largest number of 12 
million coronavirus tests, the 
White House has said.

More than 3.5 million people have 
t e s t e d  p o s i t i v e  w i t h  t h e  
coronavirus and 138,000 died in 
the US. Globally, more than 13.6 
million have tested positive and 
over 586,000 have died.

"With regard to (the coronavirus) 
testing, we've done more than 42 
million tests. The second-highest 
number is 12 million from India. 
We're leading the world in 
testing," White House Press 
Secretary Kayleigh McEnany told 
reporters at a news conference 
here on Thursday.The White 
House  was  responding to  
q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
coronavirus pandemic in the US.

"We have done more than any 
country in the world on testing; 
there's no doubt about that -- 42 
million tests. The country with the 
next highest number is India at 12 
million," McEnany said.

This record testing, she said, is in a 
very stark contrast than the 
previous administration.CBS is 
reporting that in 2009 under 
Obama-Biden, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
abruptly advised states to stop 
testing for the H1N1 flu and 
stopped counting individual cases, 
she said."Ron Klain, Vice 
President Biden's former Chief of 
Staff said this: It is "purely a 
fortuity that (H1N1) isn't one of 
the great mass casualty events in 
American history. It had nothing to 
do with us doing anything right." 
This is former VP Biden's Chief of 
Staff. It just had to do with luck," 
she said.

"Contrary to that, this President led 
the world in testing; led the world 
in ventilators -- redistributing 
ventilators for therapeutics; 13 
vaccine candidates -- one going 
into phase three clinical trial. This 
response has been extraordinary 
and historic. We didn't pause 
tes t ing ;  the  Obama-Biden  
administration did, and that was a 
shameful decision," McEnany 
said.There has been encouraging 
news on vaccines, the press 
secretary said."Moderna's vaccine 
candidate is showing promising 
signs. They produced a positive, 
neutral immune response among 
the 45 participants in the study. 
This is comparable to what we see 
in recovered patients. The bottom 
line is that, so far, we are seeing 
exactly what you would hope to 
see in a vaccine. 

At least 239 scientists in 32 countries outlined the evidence 
showing smaller particles can infect people and asked the World 

Health Organization (WHO) to revise the recommendations.

US withdraw troops from 5 
locations in Afghanistan 
under agreement with 
Taliban

Washington The Pentagon 
announced on Tuesday (local 
time) that the US had withdrawn 
its troops from five bases in 
Afghanistan and reduced the 
strength of its forces under an 
agreement with the Taliban 
earlier this year. Pentagon 
spokesman Jonathan Hoffman 
said in a statement, 'On July 13, 
2020, on February 29, 2020, 135 
days after the signing of the US-
Taliban Agreement. As stipulated 
in the agreement, the United 
States had agreed to reduce its 
forces to 8,600 in Afghanistan 
and withdraw from five bases. 
The US military in Afghanistan 
will be around 8,000 and the five 
bases formerly occupied by the 
US military have been transferred 
to our Afghan partners. 'The US 
military presence in Afghanistan 
focuses on capabilities - not 
numbers, Hoffman said. We 
ourselves retain the capabilities 
and authority necessary to protect 
our allies and American national 
interests. 

Glenmark launches world's first Hypertension Awareness 
symbol, endorsed by Association of Physicians of India (API) & 

Hypertension Society of India (HSI) 
Mumbai, India; July 18, 2020: 

Glenmark Pharmaceuticals, a research-
led, integrated global pharmaceutical 
company, today launched the world’s 
first hypertension awareness symbol, 
in collaboration with Association 
of Physicians of India (API) and 
Hypertension Society of India (HSI). The 
symbol is developed in consultation with 
50,000 leading doctors in the country, to 
raise awareness of the growing burden 
of hypertension and the need for timely 
screening.

Glenmark has also pledged on-
ground support to the cause, by 
committing to screen 5 million people for 
hypertension, through screening kiosks 
at corporate hospitals in all major metro 
cities. Further, a dedicated task force of 
200 people has been set up to conduct 
screening camps throughout the year 
in non-metros and remote parts of the 
country.

Commenting on the significance 
of these interventions, Dr. Shashank 

Joshi, Consulting Endocrinologist - 
Mumbai, Dean of Indian College of 
Physicians, and Past President of 
Hypertension Society of India, said, 
“Hypertension is the most preventable 
cause of heart disease and stroke, yet 
it is rarely diagnosed in time because 
of its silent symptoms. It hits Indians 
at a far younger age than western 
populations, with many heart attacks 
and strokes occurring a decade earlier 
on average. The only way to catch it is 
through regular and timely community 
screenings.”

Dr. Siddharth Shah, Consulting 
Diabetologist - Mumbai, Emeritus Editor 
of API textbook of Medicine, and Editor 
in Chief of JAPI, explained, “The new 
hypertension awareness symbol will help 
increase awareness about this global 
silent killer and hopefully encourage 
more conversation around its signs, 
symptoms and treatment. The time has 
come for India to pay more attention to 
this condition that continues to claim 

hundreds of thousands of lives.”
Hypertension (high blood pressure) 

is one of the biggest risk factors for heart 
disease, stroke and kidney disease. The 
condition is directly responsible for 29% 
of all strokes and 24% of heart attacks 
in India. These advanced diseases 
pose a major burden on the country’s 
healthcare infrastructure and contribute 
to high rates of morbidity and mortality. 
Clinicians stress that early and timely 
diagnosis is key to preventing the 
disease from advancing to more serious 
secondary complications.

Dr. Hemant Thacker, Consultant 
in Cardio-Metabolic disorders - Breach 
Candy & Bhatia Hospital Mumbai, said, 
“Without doubt, hypertension is one of 
those conditions where awareness plays 
a major role in disease management. 
This combined with regular screening 
will drive early detection and early 
initiation of treatment, which in 
turn will lead to fewer lives lost to  
hypertension.”

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer hits back at 
Frank Lampard over VAR narrative

Lampard said United benefited from contentious VAR decisions and 
poor on-pitch decisions, commenting on how a “clear and obvious decision” 
went their way on Thursday when Crystal Palace’s Wilfried Zaha was fouled 
but no penalty was awarded.

Ahead of Sunday’s FA Cup semi-final against Chelsea, Solskjaer 
suggested United have also been unlucky with decisions.

“I can sit here for hours now and try to talk about this. It looks like 
there’s a narrative, it looks like people want to influence whoever is making 
the decisions,” the Norwegian told reporters on Saturday.

“I hear people talking about luck, that we’ve been lucky more than 
unlucky. If you look at the factual decisions – I don’t want to sound like a 
certain manager talking about facts – but if you’re offside, you’re offside, 
that’s clear.”


